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Quippe forma impulfi noftrd nos amatores colunt. Terenr. 


saga) I is an obfervation of one of the fineft poets 
| of antiquity, that no man is content with that 
which he poflefies, whether it be what inheri- 
tance has given him, his own induftry procured, 
or fortune thrown in his road ; and there is ano- 
ther remark of no contemptible ENGL IsH poet, 
ay that no man finds fault with what he is, either 
in underftanding or perfon. i 
Ir thefe obfervations are true with refpect to the male part of 
human kind, I fancy there is another which has not lefs truth in it 
with regard to the female, the very antithefis of the former, and is 
this, that ladies are more content with what they have, than what 
they are. art Qa | 
Tue Countefs of BELLE AIR excites more envy in the bofom of 
a female who does not enjoy the fame degree of charms which are 
to be found in that Lady, than all the poffeffions of the late Dut- 
chefs of MarLBorouGH can do in a fine woman who is not opu- 4 
lent, and the devaftation of the {mall pox on the features of a cele- 
brated beauty, ‘fhall wring more fincere anguifh from her heart, 
than the lofs of her whole fortune by a bankruptcy or ftate bubble. 
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Tuose phenomena in human nature fo apparently different a¢ 
a tranfient view, I fancy when they are brought a little clofer to 
the eye and examined more minutely, will be found to & ring 
from the fame fource, in fa& from the fole love of power. 

Domrnion then is the favourite purfuit of the whole Face ; 
ftrength of body, force of underftanding and fuperiority of cou. 
rage, are in the original plan of nature the moft effectual faculties 
in the male fex, by which to cbtain this favourite object, but as 
thefe fall to the fhare of very few in any eminent degree, tho’ the 
defire of power is univerfal, and befides, wherever they are greatly 
beftowed, they are as much oppofed in their attempt of obtaining 
power over the actions and inclinations of others, either by men of 
equal talents aiming at the fame objeCt, by the love of liberty im- 
planted in us, by natural obftinacy, or by the laws of political 
fociety, by which every unfair exertion of thofe fuperior powers 
is forbidden, it becomes natural then, that men {fhould ardent- 
ly covet fomething which may procure them this favourite miftrefs 
called power, in preference to intellect, ftrength, or courage, and 
that is wealth alone. 

Ir is this which minifters to that defire in us, and fupplies the 
vacuity of the native qualifications ; it fupplants the firmnefs and 
power of laws, it quells the infolent creft of arrogance in the love 
of liberty, and almoft erafes the idea of fubjection by. the barter- 
ing of one thing for another, freedom for gold in the minds of 
thofe over whom we wifh to domineer. The indigent, the avari- 
cious and the extravagant, -yield to this intoxicating ingredient, and 
furrender their native liberty to that which can eafe the importun- 
ing claims of penury, and gratify the voracious appetite of avarice 
and profufion. | 

Tuus at Rome, when Horace wrote, and Rome refembled 
this metropolis in many things, it was natural, for men to be dif-. 
contented without immenfe treafure, to thirft after more, and. be 
little anxious with regard to mental or bodily indowments ; it was 
then in that city as in this at prefent, money included every excely 
lence and every charm, it procured the pepe of thofe who 
were learned and wife without the pain of ftudy, and men of ge- 
nius with fmall fortune were content to fell their knowledge, and 
be fubfervient-to others of great riches for the fake of obtaining 
that alone which can give them independence in a corrupted ftate, 
and thus for fome time to live almoft in flavery the better to enjoy 
the fweets. of liberty hereafter. 

By thefe means riches have obtained an univerfal empire over 
mankind, a fuperiority over ftrength, courage, underftanding, 
and too often honefty itfelf, and affords us a furer method of fuc- 
cefs in the road to power, than the whole human faculties in any 


degree of excellence whatever, P22 
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WuoeveR is moved by the powers of eloquence muft have 
fome degree of underftanding himfelf; ftrength and courage re- 


quire opportunities of being exerted, which may not often enough 


happen in the courfe of things: to create the pofieffor of them that 
authority which naturally attends them, and at prefent influence 
but little in a country governed like this of ENGLAND, but riches 
fpeak to every heart, and all men feel more or lefs the influence of 
it’s fyren voice ; and thus this artificial quality has gained an afcen-: 
dant over all the natural qualifications which were beftowed upon 
the favourites of heaven in their firft formation. 


Tus perverfion of right nature, however, only takes place: 


where the mind has been previoufly feduced by education, in nations 


where the primeval difpofitions have retained their native: biafs, 


the faculties of underftanding, ftrength and courage are the objects 
of the warmeft wifh; the uncorrapted Inp1an in the deep recefs 
of his woody habitation confiders gold no otherwife than as yellow 


dirt, becaufe he has yet proved no inftance of its prevalence. on the: 
minds of men, and fighs for thofe natural powers held at nought, 


and neglected in the realms of riches and of Europe. 


Tus then may offer fome reafon for the univerfal difcontent of 
our poffeffions, and the defire of encreafing them amongft us men ;: 


let us fee whether the thirft after beauty and negligence of wealth 


may not {pring from the fame fource in the female bofom ; power) 


is generally allowed to be the purfuit of the latter equally with the 
former, but wealth from the conftitution of things does not in great 
quantities fo frequently fall to their fhare, and where it does, the 
very circumftances of being a woman prevents the application of it 
with fo much eafe and effect as men are capable of ; beauty then 
is the divinity which beftows them the object of their fervent pray- 
ers, imperial fovereignty, the effects of this no law can prevent, 
no aeth oppofe, no courage conquer, and no reafon guard 
againft, 

yr tothe underftanding of the fair fex, whether it be greater or 
lefs than ours I fhall not rifque the decifion, and ftrength and cou- 
tage the ladies willingly refign as qualifications by no means becom- 
ing the fenfibility of their fouls, and delicacy of their make. 

On this one power of beauty they rely, and it is in itfelf a 
match for all thofe beftowed on men by nature, and the acquired 
one of riches to the bargain ; indeed it has a fuperiority over all the 
others in its original nature; it requires but to be feen to operate; it 
isan univertfal language which fpeaksto all eyes, and reaches all hearts ; 
and tho’ men may differ in the degree in owning or feeling its force, 
yet beauty is fcarce ever fo miftaken and unfelt, as to pafs utterly 
unacknowledged by the moft ftubborn perception. 

In the bofoms of thofe lefs feeling mortals where beauty does 
not rife to the creating love, it may neverthelefs be obferved what 
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preference it: obtains'in all public places: you feel -in yourfelf 
difcover in- others the: influence of an attraction witch sone he 
by infen bly drawing; even, the, moft modeft man nearer and nearer 
tothe fair object ; and thofe of lefs:modefty or more fire with ra- 
pidity-éven, we are all: glad: to:gaze.on this fair object, examine 
every charm,:improve every grace, teccive every word which dropg 
from her honey'd lips witha fmiling. approbation, and catch every 
glance: of: ies-eye with fome degree of rapture, all.teftimonies of Ff 
our thtaldom: to.the throne of beauty, , fab 
’ Tr all this defire ta: approach and to converfe with what is. 
much the thenie-of every tangue fhould be thought to {pring:from 
vanity: inrmen, | what is that-but acknowledging the fuperiority and 
excellence: of -beauty; vanity is not awakened, but by motives 
which appear important to it, can it-be wondéred at then, that 
every female boforn heaves with withes to refemble the Lady Lw- 
cy Bareumty in her perfon, rather than the fat Countefs of Prxp 
in her riches. : s 
- In every mind-tightly form’d, and yet undebauched by habit, 
there arifes a kind of reverential awe,for a form fo much above 
the common race of woman, not.but a very different fenfation 
may take its rife alfo in many hearts. : 
~. "Furs reverence it is which fecutes them from violation, the ve 
charms which attract. us with the greateft force, difarm us of allat- 
1! tempts to violence, they {pread a kind of fantion round the beautiful 
pafeffar, ‘an infurmountable defence arifing from the appearance of 
hei; belonging to a fuperior order of beings ; fhe is preferved from 
rudenefs by the power of beauty, as a lamb or robin ‘red-breaft are 
from injury by their feeming innocence; it muft be a hand 
hackney'd in. blood-fhed to deftroy the laft, and a brutal mind can 
only affront the former ; it is this fuperior charm in the power of 
beauty that has obliged poets, painters and ftatuaries to reprefent 
‘the cardinal virtues in feminine figures, and clothe wifdom itfelf 
with the feniale form of a MinzrvA; all men by their daily ac- 
tions and converfation confefs its influence, and yield the prefe- 
rence to this embellifhment before all the virtues which can adorm 
a woman ; and this one fingle’ power has immortaliz’d more wo- 
men than all the mental endowments of the Mex, either amongtt 
the antients or moderns, if 
Wuar well bred man or woman talks with any degree of ap- 

probation of that fpinfter PengLope, who lived twice the time 
required by the cuftom of EncLanp without hearing from her 
hufband, and yet without taking another, who, tho’ fhe was con- 
fidered as a widow by all the parifh, and preft by numbers of 
fuitors to a fecond marriage, yet {till avoided fixing the day, till 
fhe had finifhed a pair of ftockings which fhe was knitting, 
and then cunningly, as fhe thought it, poor foul, unraveling by 
night 
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night what fhe had done by day to gain time.; whereas a mo- 
dern wife, after fuch a refolution, would have procured an honeft 
neighbour to have put up the fecond ftocking fecretly that the pair 
might the fooner be finifhed, and fhe got rid of her foolifh obliga- 
tion; and yet this PenELopE took no ‘gallant to her arms, tho’ 
her hufband was rambling from one bad place to another in fearch 
of CatyPsos, like a fudled blood in Covent Garpen from one 
bagnio to another, fpending his money and prime of life amongft 
harlots ; and when he came home, and his poor fond wife afked 
him why he had ftaid out fo long, he fob’d her off for an excufe 
witha ftory of his having been to the devil, as the moft likely place 
to know how to find the fhorteft way home, and to his fhame be 
it fpoken, he was fo worn out and changed, that none of the old 
fervants knew him at firft except the old houfe dog, (the turnfpit 
was dead in working fo hard for the fuitors,) and he is fuppofed to 
have known him rather by the fmell than the fight; then died di- 
rectly, afhamed to find his mafter fo altered. _ 

To what purpofe then, was all this profufion of uiineceffary con- 
tinence in this female, fince neither man or woman applauds or 
envies this chaftity in her? let it be one of the catdinal virtues, ’tis 
fill an incommunicative one, and tho’ as fpotlefs as the fnows of 
ZemBLA, yet is it as cold alfo. 

On the contrary, Dame Heten who had Beef oticé before 
ftolen, and then ran away with a ftroling adventurer; who left hér 
hufband, family and country for a rake, and petit maitre; by the 
mete dint of beauty excited all Gretce into artis to reclaim her, 
and by this means had the honor of deftroying the fineft city of 
Asta, of flaughtering all the King’s fons, and felling the daughtefs 
into flavery ; fhe rated her beauty in proportion to the deaths and 
mifchiefs which fhe had been the author of, and -#% at this time 
the praife and envy of all the choice fpirits about towi, either mafe 
or ae and all this becaufe fhe was a celebrated foaft in Ker 


Wrra what joy does every brilliant eye! {parkle, and every 
fhow white bofom heave, at hearing thofe two Hines ii ALEX aN 
ber’s feaft, de: / 


Tuas feized a flambeau with zeal to deftroy, 
And like another HELEN fir’d another TRoy. 


Thus you fee that beauty like the fun, tho’ it may fometimes breed 
plague, peftilence and maggots, is yet defired, adored, and fpreads 
its influence and activity every where. 

Who in this inlighten’d age of found philofophy and good man- 
ners, ever mentions the name of LucreT14, that miftaken filly 
poor foul, who could not furvive the violation of her marriagé-béd? 
or what mother propofes her as‘an imitable pattetn of chaftity to 
her daughter at her coming into life? Waist 
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~Witst the buxom Crsopatra, who lived in politer times 
arclembling.the’prefent a very gypfey, who had children by more 
than 6ne Lord of the world without the trouble of the Marriage 
.ceremony,. is admired with rapture, becaufe fhe hada good fer of 
teeth and good features, (fhe could not have agood complexion in 
.Aicy pr) what Lady of quality or of no quality does. not think the 
»world well loft when the fees poor Tony fo bewitched and undone, 
and burn: with defire of performing fome.fimilar exploit? and 

_ what city buck, or court blood would not fubmit with joy to the 
fame fate on a like occafion? ; 

Sapuo the famous lyric poet of fo fine a genius, who knew 
well, and defcribed fo tenderly the feelings of love, indeed the was 
not handfome, threw herfelf over a cliff into the fea becaufe the 
could not win the heart of a furly lieutenant of a man of war, | 
amfure I never heard he was a captain, whereas, had fhe been a 
beauty, all the fhip’s crew would have quarrelled who fhould have 
had her. 

Tuous then it is in no fenfe a wonder, why the fair fex prefer 
beauty to all accomplifhments of the mind, and covet it more ve- 
hemently than riches, it gives them what thefe cannot do, and con- 
quers that which vanquifhes every other excellence. 

But I am forry to obferve that ladies thro’ the very defire of be- 
coming more beautiful in our eyes, too often deftroy that power 
which nature has given them, and efface by an ill judged drefs, the 
effects of that beauty which heaven has bequeath’d them. 

_.. Now asthe reigns of females have been always the moft honoura- 

ble and propitious for this kingdom, and every houfe is beft govern- 
ed where the hufband never interferes; I thall for the good of my 
fellow countrymen, and to indulge the ladies in their moft fayou- 
rite paffion, take the liberty of offering my fentiments on the nature 
of drefs in general, and particular, in another paper, ftill hoping, 
-that tho’ the Lords were fo unrighteous at.the end of laft feffions, 
to laugh at an old quaker woman’s fermon delivered in their houfe, 
and pioufly levell’d againft the heinous fins of gold lace and embroide- 
ry, which were certain to deftroy their poor fouls, yet that the ladies 
will liften to the preaching of the Specr ator, who intends im- 
proving their bodies in beauty, and extending their power of 
reigning. | 


t 


N, 


LONDON, Printed forW. OWEN, at Homer’s Head near Temple-Bar, 
where Letters to the SPECTATOR are received. 





